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They have arrived!
Posted: 6 Jan 2009

Dear Parents and Friends,

Last night | went to the airport to meet
the Pilgrims. We arrived back at the hotel
at 10pm (local time) and everyone was in
bed by 11pm. The Pilgrims had enjoyed
a very good flight, with no problems at
all. Although they were tired, there was a
wonderful atmosphere of excitement and
anticipation among the group.

This morning we have held an orientation
session, and already I can sense a real
feeling of ‘community’ developing. This
will grow as the days go by, but it is so
encouraging to see it at this early stage.
We met with Father Gregory Monteiro,
who is the Kolkata Diocesan Youth
Director, and he gave us a very

interesting introduction to some of the
aspects of life in Kolkata. This afternoon
we are going to Mother House to visit
Mother Teresa’s tomb, and also to meet
Sister Nirmala, who was appointed by
Mother Teresa to be her successor.

Please continue to check the website
daily. As long as the internet connection
remains reliable, we hope to write a daily
blog, and add photos.

Kindest regards
Brother James




Posted: 8 Jan 2009 - 8:55am

Today began with a long bus ride to a
place called Titigarh which was full of
“postcard moments.” One such moment
was when a man squatted by the side of
the road brushing his teeth in the dirty

» water running down the ditch on the side

“of the road. Above him was a billboard
advertising digital recordable TV which
highlighted the sharp contrast of wealth
distribution in India.

Titigarh was established by Mother
Teresa for the care of lepers who were
shunned by everyone and called the

e
o 5 Moy “Untouchables.” Now they have a place
s W,w‘”ﬂ’ s where Christian Brothers care for those
pi Py =T Vs o who suffer with Leprosy. Amazingly it
e M AT ,q%” 7-,,[5“” is situated literally on both sides of a
[l T [ b N WW railway line. It was a very emotional
wer O e ”7_:4& i ww Lts of experience. We walked silently through
/o,é;Z L‘,//rw) / the rooms where the lepers worked at 50
of wa Loy 8T looms, weaving the cotton they had dyed
ws & “ww_/ Lt into material for the Sisters’ uniforms. We
T also were privileged to be taken through
ﬂ“i“?/}jﬁwﬂ 4 = : the long wards where the lepers are

nursed.
.,

We greeted each person with the
traditional greeting and although

some were very disfigured, we held
hands. One particular man, who was
missing many fingers and turning

blind, asked where we were from and
when he learned we were Australian

he commented about Ricky Ponting’s
batting. We were entertained by the small
children of the patients who sang songs
for us. Despite their hardship, the people
were peaceful and dignified and it was a
very positive experience.

We then went through the orientation
process to begin work in the Missionaries
of Charity. Tomorrow is a 4.30am start
when we walk through the streets of
Calcutta to Mass with the Sisters.



